[March, meaning quack dentists, who, among the means which they resort to, to gull the unsuspecting, advertise cheap operations. We do not recollect to have ever known a scientific, thoroughly qualified and skilful practitioner, to resort to such contemptible trickery. It is beneath the dignity of honorable, high-minded men, and we believe that no one, worthy of confidence, would do it, and in the majority of cases where it is done, our word for it, those who do it, have yet to learn the first principles of correct practice. But while we disapprove of this species of deception, we do not, by any means, wish to be considered as advocating exorbitant charges for dental operations. Those who charge exorbitant prices for their services, are equally destitute of honesty, and generally found to belong to that class of quack dentists, who, while they are but little, if any better qualified to practice the art, are possessed of a far greater amount of assurance, anil it is to this, that their success is attributable. The scientific and really well qualified of the profession, are generally men, who, while they are constantly devoting their best energies to perfect themselves in the science, that they may the better be enabled to benefit their patients, they expect in return for their services, from those whose circumstances will permit, a fair compensation, and nothing more.
It would be impossible to estimate the amount of injury?the thousands of teeth that are annually destroyed by cheap (quack) dentists. The following, from among the cases that are almost daily falling under our observation, will serve as examples of the results that usually follow their operations.
A lady, accompanied by two daughters, one about nineteen and the other seventeen, called upon us, a few days since, for the purpose of obtaining for them, our professional services.
The teeth of both were constituted very much alike, and had been operated on about two years and a half before, those of the eldest by a skilful dentist, but as the mother thought the fee which he charged for his services, a very exorbitant one, she took her other daughter to another dentist, wljo advertised to perform all operations upon the teeth at one-third the prices usually required for such services. At the time her daughter's teeth were first operated on, the eldest had ten filled and six filed, for which, the dentist charged twenty-five dollars; the youngest had six filled and four filed, and for which, a charge of only eight dollars was made. The mother congratulated herself on having saved, as she supposed, seventeen dollars. Three months, however, had hardly elapsed, before it was found that the decay in the youngest daughter's teeth was still going on. The cheap dentist was again visited, and this time he managed to make a bill of nine dollars, and about six months afterward another of twelve. At the expiration of twelve or fifteen months, the disease being found to be still progressing, the confidence of the mother in the skill of the dentist who had operated on them, had become so much shaken that she determined to consult another, who titioner, but had also resulted in the destruction of nearly half the teeth of the youngest daughter.
The cheap dentists, in this, as they do, in almost all other instances, prove, ultimately, to be the dear ones. We will give one other example before we close our remarks upon this subject.
Mrs. W , wishing to procure a double set of artificial teeth, applied to Mr. W , who advertised to insert them at sixty dollars a set. The teeth were obtained, but they did not fit; they caused great irritation to her mouth, and the upper circle did not antagonize properly with the lower. Besides, they tasted so much of copper, that she was apprehensive that their presence in her mouth might be productive of injury to her health. She went back to her dentist a number of times, and stated all of these objections. He tried to persuade her that they were imaginary, he assured her that the plates on which the teeth were set, were pure gold, and that if she would wear the teeth a few months, the jaws would so adapt themselves to the teeth as to cause them to come together properly and fit easily; but, as she could not do this, she determined to go to another dentist. She visited several, and they all told her that the teeth she had, were worth nothing?-that they could not be altered so as to make them answer the purpose, and that such a set as would be really serviceable to her, would cost more than double the amount that she had paid for them. Not willing to pay so much, although abundantly able, for a set of artificial teeth, she went to another cheap dentist, and obtained another set, which proved to be no better than the first. His life has been a life of usefulness, and had it been consistent with the will of Providence, we could have wished that it had been prolonged for many years yet to come. But although he is no more an inhabitant of earth, his memory still lives, and will be ever cherished by the members of the profession he so long adorned.
The intelligence of this sudden and melancholy event, reaching us as it has, while from home, and just as the last sheets of the present number of the Journal were going to press, we are prevented from making a more extended notice of it at present, but shall avail ourself of a future occasion to speak more at length upon the subject.?Bait. Ed.
